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Middle School Math Pathways 

Mead School District uses a variety of standardized assessment data, along with 
teacher input, to place students in a math class that is most appropriate for them*.  
Students may change pathways in middle school with approval if data suggests the 
change better meets the academic needs of the student.   

All pathways can lead to Advanced Placement (AP) and college-level math courses by 
the time a student graduates from high school.  Students may choose any high school 
math course if they meet pre-requisites.  Please refer to high school course guides for 
more details. 

Standard Pathway 
A rigorous set of standards that meets the needs of the majority of our students. 

• Students are taught college- and career-readiness standards.
• Students move through the content at a standard pace with opportunities available to

move to advanced pathways with evidence of readiness.
• Courses:  Math 6 / Math 7 / Math 8

Advanced Pathway I 
A pathway for a small number of students who are ready to move at an advanced pace with 
deeper understanding. 

• Students are taught college- and career-readiness standards.
• Students move through three years of content (sixth, seventh and eighth grade

standards) in two years.
• Courses:  Advanced Math 6 / Advanced Math 7 / Algebra I

Advanced Pathway II 
For a very small number of students who already show mastery of grade level content and are 
ready to move at a very advanced pace. 

• Students skip sixth grade standards.
• Students move through two years of content (seventh and eighth grade standards) in

one year.
• Courses:  Advanced Math 7 / Algebra I / Geometry

*A student’s IEP may determine math placement.
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Middle School Math Pathways 
Placement Process 

In order to best meet the educational needs of our students, Mead School District uses 
the following process to determine placement in middle school math courses and 
pathways: 

Winter: 
• We gather student scores from state tests, screeners and other objective nationally

normed assessments.
• From that initial data, we gather more information for students who may be best served in

one of the advanced pathways.  We cast a “wide net” to consider as many students as
the data suggests could benefit from accelerated mathematics.

• Parents, guardians, and teachers are asked for specific input on their student. Input
requested focuses on student characteristics that, according to research, have positive
impacts on student achievement in accelerated math pathways.  Parents may choose the
Standard Pathway, opting out of advanced math options.

Spring: 
• We gather additional data from state tests and other assessments administered in the

spring.
• Learning & Teaching then recommends students to each middle school for the Standard

Pathway, Advanced Pathway I, and Advanced Pathway II.

Summer: 
• School administrators create final course enrollments based on budget, staffing, and

space.
• Enrollment in math pathways are announced when all student schedules are released to

families.

Please remember: 
• Parents and teachers can recommend any student to be considered for enrollment in

middle school advanced pathways.  Final recommendations are made by Learning &
Teaching.  Final placements are made by building administrators.

• All pathways can lead to Advanced Placement and college-level math courses in high
school.

• Students can switch pathways in middle school with approval if data suggest the change
will better meet educational needs.

• Questions regarding this process can be addressed to Learning & Teaching, 465-6027.
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6th
Grade

7th 
Grade

8th 
Grade

9th 
Grade

10th 
Grade

11th 
Grade

12th 
Grade

Math 6

Math 7

Math 8

Algebra I

Geometry

Algebra II
Adv Alg II

Multiple options, 
see below**

Standard 
Pathway 

Advanced 
Pathway I 

Advanced 
Pathway II

**12th grade options: 
Standard Pathway – Pre-Calculus, Bridge to College, Dual Enrollment Math 107, AP Statistics, Adv Pre-Calculus 
Advanced Pathway I – AP Calculus BC, AP Calculus AB, Dual Enrollment Math 107, AP Statistics 
Advanced Pathway II – AP Statistics, Dual Enrollment Math 107 

Adv Math 6

Adv Math 7

Algebra I

Geometry

Adv Algebra II

Adv Pre-Calc

Multiple options, 
see below**

Adv Math 7

Algebra I

Geometry

Adv Algebra II

Adv Pre-Calc

AP Calc BC

Multiple options, 
see below**

Secondary Math Pathways 
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